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New Years in September?

Get to Know the Vicar!

Yes, on the Jewish calendar it will be Rosh
Hashana on Sept. 29th which is spoken of in
Leviticus 23:24
". . . , In the seventh month, on the
first day of the month, you shall
observe a Sabbath, a memorial
proclaimed with blast of trumpets, a holy
convocation.”
The Rabbis believed the Lord created the world in
the first week of the month of Tishri. The first day
of this seventh month was considered the beginning
of creation and therefore the first day of the
year. The ram’s horn called the people to repentance
and a return to God’s Word.
For us the month of September has a bit of
that flavor also. Labor Day marks the end of summer
break and a return to school and in the church there
is a renewal in Christian Growth through emphasis on
Sunday School and Bible Class (which we recognized
early this year on Aug. 28th.) Our new Vicar, Brett
Hartwig is on board.
Sunday-Schoolers move up a grade and begin a new
quarter of curriculum. This would be a great time
(like a New Year’s resolution) to renew your
commitment to you own and your child’s Christian
growth. Catechism classes resume on Wednesdays
(5:30 – 7 p.m.) for 7th and 8th graders.
If you’re not currently attending a Sunday morning
Bible class, now’s a good time to join. Rev. Gerike is
finishing up a study on “Habakkuk.” and Rev. Dave
Lewis will pick up with St. Mark again on Sept. 25th.
Don’t overlook the Monday evening (7-8:30 p.m.) class
with Vicar Brett that begins the Monday after Labor
Day and the Wednesday morning class from 9:30-11
a.m. will continue with St. Matthew.

Greetings from the Vicar! I look forward to
my year serving with you here at
Reformation and getting the chance to meet you! Let me
tell you a little more about me.
I was born in Kalamazoo, Michigan and lived there until I
graduated high school. Both of my parents are pharmacists
and I have a younger sister who still lives in Kalamazoo.
She is pharmaceutical sales rep selling a diabetes
drug. After graduating from high school, I went to
Concordia University St. Paul and planned to be a DCE.
After meeting a nice girl-my wife Carrie- who was an
Elementary Ed major, I decided that I wanted to spend
more time with kids and changed my major to Elementary
Ed. We got married the summer before my senior year at
Concordia at a camp that we both worked at in Wisconsin.
After I graduated from Concordia, we both took a call to
be teachers down in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. I taught the
Jr. High History classes as well as the school’s computer
classes and Carrie taught Kindergarten for 3 years and then
moved up to 5th grade our last year there. We taught 4
years in Baton Rouge. While in Baton Rouge, we were
blessed with a beautiful daughter, Megan. God then called
us to Allentown/Bethlehem, Pennsylvania to teach at their
Lutheran School. I taught 5th/6th grade and Carrie taught
3rd grade. It was there that God finally convinced me to
consider going into pastoral ministry. After much prayer
and thought, we decided that God was calling me into
pastoral ministry and we packed up after living in PA for 11
months and moved to St. Louis.
As you may know, Carrie is entering her fourth year of
teaching at Salem Lutheran right down the road as the first
grade teacher. Megan will be in Preschool 4’s this year. I
love spending time with my family, whether that is going
to the park or going on vacations. I also love playing tennis
and golf. I am a huge Michigan State Spartan fan and a
Green Bay Packer fan. My interests in ministry are Family
and Marriage ministries. Both Carrie and I look forward to
our year here at Reformation, serving our great and
awesome God with you.
God’s Blessings,

Have a Happy New Year. . . in Bible Study!

Vicar Brett

Pastor Pelsue
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Contact any bell ringer for more information, or call
Jenny Gastler.

SEPTEMBER
NEWS & NOTES

.
CATECHISM CLASS AND PARENT’S MEETING
Youth Catechism resumes this fall with a
th
th
brief meeting with 7 and 8 grade parents
and students on Wednesday, September
th
7 at 5:30 p.m. Class will follow from about 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
(future Wednesday class times are 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.) Also, a
th
th
Sunday morning (9:30 – 10:30a.m.) 7 & 8 grade curriculum
will also be an integral required part of confirmation
instruction. We also would like to encourage parental
th
th
participation in the 7 and 8 grade class throughout the
year for an ongoing, meaningful discussion of Christian
teaching between parent and child.

WOMEN’S GUILD
MEETING on Tuesday, September 6th at 12:30 p.m.
Hostesses are the Officers of the Guild.
CARE & SHARE will meet on Thursday,
September 22nd at 9:30 a.m. for the
assembling of quilts, layettes, laprobes,
etc.
BUSY HANDS NEEDED FOR CARE BEARS!!
Ever wish you could be doing something
useful with your hands while watching TV or
listening to music. Well the Care Bears have
an idea. Help is needed sewing quilting squares together.
Squares are already cut and in proper order – all you need
to do is sew!!
Also, all Ladies of Reformation are invited to join Care
and Share. This group meets every fourth Thursday of the
month, from 9:30 a.m. till 2:00 p.m. to make quilts,
layettes, lap-robes, shawls, etc. and then distributes them
to families and organizations in need. Sewing expertise is
not required. Soooooo if you would like more
information about this cut-up and tacky bunch, please call
Lois Schoech at 314-968-1882.

MONDAY EVENING BIBLE CLASS
Please join us for the Monday evening
Bible Class beginning September 12th at
7:00 p.m. Vicar Brett Hartwig will be this year’s
facilitator. Our first class will be a “get to know our new
vicar” along with topics/ideas discussed and decided upon
for our Bible Class. This is a great class to join if you are
looking for a smaller, informal and encouraging
environment! Please join us!

Card Shower for Baby Hartwig
Let’s shower our new vicar and family
with blessings of love as they get ready
to welcome a new addition to their
family. On Sunday, September 18th, join
us at 9:30 a.m. in the parish hall for
cake and a “gift card shower” in honor of the upcoming
birth of baby Hartwig (Carrie is due to have a csection on September 29th). They are registered at
Target but gift cards to Babies ‘R’ Us, Target,
Walmart, etc. are welcome. Hope to see you there!

HANDBELLS RING AGAIN
All are invited to experience handbell ringing this fall.
We will need several new ringers to keep all our bells
in action! Our first time together will be
Wednesday, September 14, from 5:30 - 6:30
p.m., at the rear of the sanctuary. We will give the
bells a good polishing, assign bells and folders, and
remember bell ringing techniques. This will be a good
time for interested new ringers to "try on" the bell
ringing process.

A boy named Kamryn Perry
needs your help!
Some ladies of our congregation
are having a bake sale on Sunday,
September 25th to help raise funds for medical
needs for Kamryn Perry. Kamryn, a member of St.
John’s Lutheran Church in Arnold, was born with a
rare facial deformity called Treacher Collins
Syndrome. He was born with underdeveloped ears
with no ear canal to the outside. He has had

The handbell choir rehearses each Wednesday
evening from 5:30 to 6:30. This time works nicely for
those whose Wednesday schedules include
confirmation classes or choir rehearsals. Make your
time and transportation "count" and come for two
activities! The bells play for church about twice each
month.
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several surgeries and just got fitted with a new
hearing aid. He still needs help paying for his
special needs as the insurance company isn't
willing to pay. To find out more about Kamryn’s
story, please see the church bulletin board.

BOARD & COUNCIL POSITIONS OPENING
In the Acts of the Apostles, St. Luke writes, “So the
Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, ‘It
would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the
word of God in order to wait on tables. Brothers, choose
seven men from among you who are known to be full of
the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility
over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the
ministry of the word.’ This proposal pleased the whole
group.” (Acts 6:2-5a, ESV)

So please open up your hearts and ovens and let's
have a huge bake sale to help Kamryn. Thank you
very much and if you have any questions, please
call Brenda Hargett or Lois Uthoff.
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

In keeping with this precedent, the following Church
Council positions will need to be filled at the December
voters' meeting.

Please be sure you have all items/articles
for the October newsletter into the church
office by no later than Monday, September
th
19 . Articles may be e-mailed to
secretary@reformationstl.org, faxed (314352-7652), or placed in the church secretary’s mailbox.

• Vice-President.
• Recording Secretary.
• Financial Secretary.
• Chairman of the Board of Stewardship.
• Chairman of the Board of Education.
• Chairman of the Board Finance.
• 2 Elders.

RETIREES JOURNEY TO
THE WILD FRONTIER

Each position is for a term of 2 years, with the exception
of the elder positions, which are 3 years or as otherwise
noted

You’re invited to join the Retirees as they
step into the early 19th century and witness
life on the Missouri frontier. Retirees will
journey to the Historic Daniel Boone Home
in Defiance, Missouri on Saturday, September 17th.
The Car pool will leave from Reformation at 10:00 a.m.
Admission is $10 per person and please bring a sack
lunch. See Mary Lou Tucker for more information.

Please prayerfully consider serving your fellow members at
Reformation. For information on each position, you may
contact the church office or Mark J. Bliese.
Free Service & Mission Project for
Lutheran Family and Children Services

CHRISTUS FAMILY CHOIR

The ladies of the Women’s Guild are

Rehearsal begins on Wednesday, October
12th from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the
Parish Hall. All voices with their owners
are invited to join us in making a joyful
noise to the Lord.

asking our members to please go thru your
closets for any small samples or trial size body care
products from hotels (i.e. shampoo, conditioners, soaps,
lotions or shower caps). We will also take other small
sample items from stores, dentist (toothbrushes, etc.). We
are giving them to the Lutheran Family and Children
Services for foster kids. LFCS send a baggie of sample

ACOLYTES

items with each child that has to be put in a foster home.

September is the month where we welcome new
acolytes. Students entering 5th grade and
beyond are invited to serve at the Lord’s Altar.
Acolytes are trained, practice, and then begin
serving in worship. Call the church office at 352-1355 for
more information.

Sometimes overnight, sometimes longer. They can use all
the help they can get and it’s a Free Mission Project for
Our Church!
LET’S FILL THE BASKET!
Please clean out your closets and give to a great cause! A
basket will be in the narthex for the collection of sample
items until September 12, 2011. Thanks again for
helping the Women’s Guild Mission Project.
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If you have any questions regarding Sunday School,
please call Shelly or Pastor Pelsue at 314-352-1355.

NEIGHBORHOOD VISITS
Please join us Saturday,
September10th, from 9:30 to
11:30 a.m. as we visit new
families in the immediate area of the church. We
welcome them to the Affton community and share
with them information about our church and
neighborhood.

A WARM THANK YOU!!
Thank You!! Carrie, Megan, and I would
like to thank you for the nice treat of all the
pantry items that you donated to us. It will
help us out in the coming months after the baby is born.
Again thank you, you all are such a blessing to my
family and me!
Vicar Brett

SEPTEMBER FEED MY PEOPLE
MEAL–A-MONTH

Thank you everyone who participated in our upcoming
church pictorial directory. We are still working on the
layout and address proofs – so please call the church
office (314-352-1355) with any change of address or
phone number. Also, if you didn’t have the opportunity to
get your picture taken, please call the church office and

Main Menu: Beef Stew; canned carrots, low sodium or no
salt; cornbread mix; canned fruit in light syrup or own
juices; powdered milk or shelf stable boxed milk or soy
milk.

we will connect you with another area church. A special
thank you to those who helped host the welcome table on
picture days and to Robert Klemme for taking all the

Additional Items: Dental Care Month! Toothbrushes,
toothpaste and dental floss.

different board and organization photos for us. Thanks
again for your patience during this project!

Amy Hotzel

Return the bag of groceries to the basket (narthex) or
shopping cart (parish hall). Please - no glass containers or
clothing. Thank you for your donations!

THINK RECYCLE!!
The Reformation Men's Club sponsors
the electronics recycling program
called "Think Recycle". They earn
funds by recycling cell phones, inkjet cartridges
and toner cartridges. The items need to be in good
condition with no modifications. Please
continue to collect your spent cartridges
and unwanted phones. A recycle
collection box is under the coat rack in
the narthex.

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAPPENINGS!
Christian Growth Sunday took
place on August 28th in which the
Sunday School students celebrated their promotion to
new classes. Bibles were given to Austin Starns and
Abby Alonzo; a Lutheran Service Book was given to
Alex Jeffcott and Luther’s Small Catechism was given
to the incoming confirmation class students: Christian
Liebmann, Katie Meyer and Mary LaFlamme. All
Sunday School students add their talents to the
worship service. Please keep these children and our
other youth in your prayers.
All children over 3 years of age are invited to join the
Sunday School each Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Our teaching staff includes our Superintendent,
Shelly Bliese; Pre-school – Tabitha Schubert; 1st & 2nd
grade - Joyce Johnson; 3rd grade - Danielle Hung and
Sharon Burgeois; 4th grade – Chia Hung; and 5th & 6th
grade - Mark Bliese.
Confirmation class is led by Pastor Pelsue on
Wednesdays from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. and by Vicar Brett
on Sunday mornings. Martin Liebmann coordinates
the Sr. High study with our current fieldworkers.
Please keep all of our Sunday School staff in your
prayers each week.

SHOES SAVE LIVES!
Your used and new shoes save lives.
Shoeman Water Projects collect used shoes
and turn them into Kenya and Haiti drinking
water. Exporters buy the shoes and re sell them to people in
South America, Haiti, India and other countries where people
cannot afford new shoes. People buy the shoes for pennies
on the dollar or barter local garden items. It builds commerce
in the entire region.
The funds generated by collecting the shoes are used to
purchase water drilling rigs. So far, Shoeman Water Projects
have delivered 4 drilling rigs to the drought-ridden areas of
Kenya. They have installed water purification systems in tent
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A good Lutheran way to set our minds is to steep them in
those glimpses of the heavenly realm given us in Holy
Scripture. Dr. Louis Brighton, the premiere Lutheran
scholar of the book of Revelation, has written a
commentary to aid us in “ascending thither.” Revelation, in
the Concordia Commentary series is a big, thick book—not
counting the index, it is 660 pages. It has Greek in it.
“Forget it, lady,” some of you are thinking. But, try reading
it in small snippets in your private devotional time. It is a
feast. (It was so good, I had to write Dr. Brighton and thank
him for writing it.) It can keep you in “lofty mode” for a
long time. No need to rush through it. Like a long, slow
French meal, you can savor it. It is a great way to “read,
mark, learn and inwardly digest.” It will hold you for a long
time, maybe past Advent. You can avoid that feeling of
descent after the loftiness of the Easter season and
Ascension Day.

cities, schools and churches in Haiti.
YOU CAN HELP! All you need to do is bring in your used of
new shoes that you no longer want or need and place
them in the donation box in the parish hall. This is so
easy – we all can do it!
Donate a pair of shoes to provide affordable footwear and
a cup of clean, fresh water for those who thirst!

SOUTH SAINT LOUIS
THRIVENT CHAPTER 30663
FALL ELECTIONS
- CONSIDER BEING A CHAPTER LEADER
The chapter election period, which is from September 1
to November 13th, and current chapter leadership boards
are looking for nominees to fill the ballot. Would you
consider serving as a chapter leader, or do you know
someone in your congregation who might? As a chapter
leader, you have a say as to how funds are used in your
community and you get to help congregations make the
most of the resources available to them. If you are
interested in being a chapter leader or if there is someone
in your congregation you would recommend, please
contact your chapter's Vice President Lloyd at 314-8942329. With your help, the chapter can continue to
provide charitable, educational, and member social
opportunities to members in your congregation and
community.

Okay, I understand. A heavy tome really is more than some
folks have time or the fortitude to chew on. If that is your
case, try Martin Franzmann’s The Revelation to St. John: A
Commentary. It is a small, thin paperback—a mere 148
pages. But is serves up a devotional meal that lifts you
above the laundry, above the day job, and sets your mind
on where you are already seated—the realm of heaven.
(submitted by Jana Brazeal, Adjunct Faculty Reference
Librarian at St .Louis Community College—Meramec, who
likes to write a book review once in awhile.)

OLDER ADULT EVENTS!
Luther Hostel 2011
Concordia Seminary invites all adults aged 55 and
older to LutherHostel 2011 to be held October 1-4,
on the Seminary’s campus in Clayton. The cost is
$325 per person, which includes all meals from
Saturday evening through Tuesday lunch. See the
Pamphlet on the church bulletin board for more
information.

ASCENDING IN HEART AND MIND
For some folks there may be a bit of a letdown this time of
the liturgical year. Those extra-lofty Divine Services of
Eastertide are past and the Ascension service is the last
special service until Advent—a long way off. But in the
Collect for Ascension Day we ask for something ongoing.
The original is drawn from both the Sacramentary of
Gregory and that of Gelasius. It reads:

Older Adult Ministry Retreat
“Witness Wherever You Are – Growing in Christ XIII –
A Lutheran Retreat for Older Adults.” Join older
adults on October 19-20, 2011 at Pere Marquette
State Park in Grafton, Illinois. See the church
bulletin board for more information.

Grant we beseech thee, almighty God, that like as we do
believe thy only begotten son our Lord to have ascended
into the heavens; so we may also in heart and mind thither
ascend, and with him continually dwell.
(Archbishop Thomas Cranmer)
This sounds like it borders on mysticism, this ascending in
heart and mind. Maybe this is something for nuns and
monks to do, but we are Lutherans. We do laundry. We
cook and clean. We have day jobs to go to. Yet, St. Paul
enjoins us to set our minds on things above, not on earthly
things (Col. 3:2) In Ephesians (2:6) he tells us we have
already ascended, that we are seated with Christ in the
heavenly realms—“already and not yet.” So, how are we
supposed to live as though already ascended? How do we
set our minds on things above?

LAY BIBLE INSTITUTE FALL EVENT:
MUSLIM OUTREACH
You are cordially invited to attend the Lay Bible Institute Fall
Event on Saturday, October 22, 2011, at Concordia Seminary,
801 Seminary Place, Clayton, MO. The topic, Muslim
Outreach, will include presentations titled: Learning About
Islam, by Reverend Mark Wiesner, Pastor of Signal Hill
Lutheran Church in Belleville, Illinois; Women in Islam, by
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Reverend John Loum, who has worked among Muslims in
Europe, Africa, and the United States for more than 20 years;
and Women’s Interactions with Islam, a discussion panel
featuring women’s experiences with Islam and its adherents,
to be moderated by Reverend Dr. Allan Buckman, who has
done missionary work throughout Africa and serves as the
Chairman of the Peace Center for New Americans.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS OF
ENCUREAGEMENT!
I. Speak to people. There is
nothing as encouraging as a
cheerful word of greeting.

Participants will be provided with a unique perspective on
one of the fastest growing religions in America. There are
over 1 billion Muslims in the world. St. Louis has the largest
Bosnian community outside of Bosnia, which is
predominantly Muslim. Muslims, like Christians, are told to
convert non-Muslims to their faith. Unlike Christians, who
are taught, “Love one another,” and “Christ died for all,”
Muslims deny the divinity of Jesus and they have a deceptive
or forceful approach to conversions. Because of their vigorous
conversion efforts, countless Christians from all backgrounds
are embracing Islam each year in America. This constitutes a
dilemma and has serious implications for the Christian faith
and the proclamation of the Gospel.

II. Smile at people. It takes 72 muscles to
frown, but only 14 to smile!
III. Be generous with praise, cautious with
criticism. Recognition and appreciation are
priceless gifts!
IV. Be considerate of the feelings and
opinions of others.
V. Be alert to give your time and efforts
away. What counts most in life is what we do
for others!

The sessions will include various topics on Islam and what you
need to know about your Muslim neighbors, co-workers, or
even the Muslim your child may date in the future. All
denominations are welcome to this workshop. The workshop
begins at 9 a.m. and ends at 4 p.m. and will be held in Sieck
Hall, Room 202. Cost is $20 per person and includes handouts
and refreshments. For more information or to download a
registration form, visit www.csl.edu. To register with credit
card, call 314-505-7486.

VI. Write a note of encouragement to
someone who is hurting. Include Scripture!
VII. Give physical affection. Let your loved
ones know, in ways they can feel, that they are
important.

TAILGATE SALE!
VIII. Believe in others. Look for the good in
people – accept and encourage their unique
personalities and traits.

Hope Lutheran Church (across from
Dillon Plaza - 2308 Gravois Road,
High Ridge, Mo. 63049) is having a
tailgate sale Saturday, September 10
2011. This will be sponsored by Hope’s Men’s Club.
Spaces are available to sell your treasure. Call Ron
Gerhardt early to reserve your space at (636) 2742072. The Men’s Club is also having a BBQ featuring
their Fantastic port sausage. Bring your appetites. The
Men’s Club along with help from Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans will be donating proceeds from this event to
help support Family Friendly Network’s “Mile Marker
Ministry.” Their goal is to give gifts to families to help
them in teaching the faith at important mile markers in
life. Come to SELL or Just SHOP! SHOP! SHOP!

IX. Lift up the defeated through the promise
and power of prayer.
X. Give God’s love away. Through His
death, burial, and resurrection, Jesus has
written the word HOPE in every heart!
“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way
you will fulfill the law of Christ”
-Galatians 6:2, NKJV
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