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God’s Great Epiphany

JANUARY
NEWS & NOTES

In the movie, Hook, the character Smee,
who has just had a brilliant idea, says to Captain
Hook, “I’ve just had an apostrophe.” Hook
corrects him saying, “I think you mean an
epiphany.” Smee goes on, “Lightnin’ struck my brain!” Hook
responds, “That must’ve hurt.”

SPECIAL UPCOMING SERVICES

An epiphany is a revelation, a bolt out of the blue. The
church season aptly named Epiphany celebrates the great
unveiling or revealing of God’s brilliant plan of “sending His
Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.” The
apostle Paul calls it, “the revelation of the mystery that was
kept secret for long ages but has now been disclosed.”

Epiphany of Our Lord
Divine Service
Thursday, January 6th - 7:00 p.m.

This good news of salvation in Christ is the most
startling and significant news for mankind since the bad
news of the fall,
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made
alive. 1 Cor. 15:22 (ESV)

WOMEN’S GUILD
THE JANUARY MEETING is Tuesday,
January 4th at 12:30 p.m. The
devotion will be given by Pat Stelzer and the hostesses
are Carol Abbott and Pat Stelzer. All women of the
congregation are invited to join them.

In the fall, the lightning of sin struck all mankind with
grief, pain, suffering and death. In the Epiphany of Christ,
the light of God’s salvation arises on all and the nations are
drawn to His light. For this reason Epiphany has an
outreach, witnessing and missionary accent.

FREE SERVICE & MISSION PROJECT FOR
LUTHERAN FAMILY AND CHILDREN SERVICES
The ladies of the Women’s Guild are asking our
members to please go thru your closets for any small
samples from hotels (i.e. shampoo, conditioners, soaps,
lotions or shower caps). We will also take other small
sample items from stores, dentist (toothbrushes, etc.).
We are giving them to the Lutheran Family and Children
Services for foster kids. LFCS send a baggie of sample
items with each child that has to be put in a foster
home. Sometimes overnight, sometimes longer. They
can use all the help they can get and it’s a Free Mission
Project for Our Church! LET’S FILL THE BASKET!

At the climax of the Epiphany season we see Jesus on
the mount of transfiguration, His face and clothing shining
with the lightning brilliance of God’s glory. We hear the
Father from the bright cloud say, “This is My beloved Son;
listen to Him.”
What an Epiphany; what a brilliant idea! What a great
focus in which to start a New Year – Listening to Jesus and
fixing our eyes on Him, “the founder and perfecter of our
faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand
of the throne of God.”
Hebrews 12:2 (ESV)

Please clean out your closets and give to a great
cause! A basket will be in the narthex for the collection
of sample items from January 9th to January 23, 2011. If
you have any questions, please call Brenda Hargett at
314-353-3437. Thanks again for helping the Women’s
Guild Mission Project.

Come join in celebrating The Lord’s Epiphany (Thursday,
th
January 6 ) in worship at 7:00 p.m.
Peace to you in Christ, Pastor Pelsue
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CARE & SHARE will meet on Thursday,
January 27th at 9:30 a.m. for the assembling
of quilts, layettes, laprobes, etc.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Please be sure you have all items/articles for the
February newsletter into the church office by no later
than Monday, January 17th. Articles may be e-mailed to
secretary@reformationstl.org, faxed (314-352-7652), or
placed in the church secretary’s mailbox.

CHURCH OFFICE JANUARY VACATION
Sheri will be on vacation Tuesday,
January 4th and the following
Tuesday and Wednesday, January
11th and 12th.

JANUARY FEED MY PEOPLE
MEAL–A-MONTH

CHRISTMAS UN-DECORATING
On Saturday, January 8th, at 9:00 a.m.,
everyone is encouraged to come and help
take down the church Christmas decorations.
The more people the merrier and all help will be greatly
appreciated. Please bring a salad, snack or appetizer to
share.

Main Menu: Box whole grain pasta, canned green
vegetable (low sodium or low salt), canned fruit in light
syrup or juice, powdered milk or shelf stable boxed milk
or soy milk.
Additional Items: Breakfast Month! Cold cereal (low
sugar), oatmeal, plain or low sugar, and sugar free or
low sugar juices in plastic bottles.

RETIREES MEETING
The Retirees will meet on
Tuesday, January 25th at 12 noon. Look for more details
to follow in upcoming church announcements.

We have two locations for food collection!! A new
basket is in the narthex and the shopping cart has been
moved to the parish hall. A half sheet insert listing the
above items is located by the basket in the narthex to
take along with you to the grocery store. Return the bag
of groceries to the basket or shopping cart. Please - no
glass containers or clothing. Thank you for your
donations!

MONDAY EVENING BIBLE CLASS
The Monday Evening Bible Class will
resume on January 10th at 7:00 p.m. Seminarian Erik
Schmidt will be leading the class. All are invited to
attend.

THANK YOU
Dear Reformation Family,
I would like to thank everyone who
came out in this cold winter weather to help decorate
the church for Christmas. The church looks beautiful!
Thanks also to the Men’s Club who helped to prepare
the pancakes and sausage breakfast for all the helpers –
it was great! Thanks again for all the help!
In Christ, Pastor Pelsue

2011 UPCOMING FELLOWSHIP EVENTS
NEW YEAR’S EVE FAMILY CELEBRATION
Everyone is invited to join us after the 7:00 p.m. service
on Friday, December 31st for a New Year’s Eve
Celebration in the Parish Hall. All ages are welcome!
Bring an appetizer to share – beverages will be
provided. Also included are attendance prizes, holiday
trivia, music and activities for the children. Please signup on the Fellowship Bulletin Board.

2011 BULLETIN BOOSTERS
The New 2011 Bulletin Booster Chart is now
up! If you would like to sponsor a week of full color
church bulletins, please fill in your name (and
dedication) on the lines under the week you would like
to underwrite. Insert your check for $18.00 in the
“Bulletin Boosters” envelope and place in the offering
plate or the church secretary’s mailbox. The envelopes

February 6th – Super Bowl Party with Chili Cook-off at
5:00 p.m.
th
March 6 – Mardi gras Festivities after the 2nd service.
More info will follow in future Sunday announcements
and February newsletter.
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are located next to the chart. Checks should be made
payable to Reformation.

Pre-registration by January 20 is required. The
registration cost for “Making Abortion Unthinkable” is
$15 and includes lunch and materials.
For more information or to register for “Making
Abortion Unthinkable,” call 314-505-7486 or e-mail
ce@csl.edu. You may also download a Registration
Form. Concordia Seminary is located at 801 Seminary
Place in Clayton, Mo.

THE 2011 FLOWER CALENDAR
The new flower calendar is now up on
the narthex bulletin board. If you would
like to purchase flowers for the altar, fill in your name
on the Flower Chart on the date you would like to
reserve and complete the form located under the
calendar. Place the form along with your check for
$25.50 in the offering plate or the secretary’s mailbox.
Checks should be made payable to Reformation. No
flowers will be ordered unless the check is received one
week in advance. Thanks for your cooperation.

Come along with us to WASHINGTON, D.C. for the
38th Annual National March for Life with the...

TIME TO RENEW
THE LUTHERAN WITNESS

Sunday-Monday-Tuesday
January 23-24-25, 2011
Stand up and speak up in support of LIFE!

The Lutheran Witness is a great way to
find out what’s happening in The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. Each monthly issue is packed with upto-date information about people and places, letters
from readers and humor, plus much, much more. A one
year subscription is $15.00. Write your check out to
Reformation Lutheran Church, place it in the “Lutheran
Witness” envelope which is included in your box of
church envelopes and put in the offering plate on
Sunday or mail to church. New subscriptions are due to
begin in April. The list with all subscriptions must be in
to the church office by no later than January 24th.

Preliminary Schedule & Information:
- Sunday, January 23rd, morning: Buses leave various
sites
in Eastern Missouri. Stop for lunch & dinner.
- Monday, January 24th, morning & afternoon: Arrive in
D.C., meet with Senators & Congressional Reps from
Missouri. Join thousands of pro-lifers in the March for
Life. Evening: board buses; depart for home.
- Tuesday, January 25th, morning: Breakfast stop. Late
afternoon: arrive home!
- The Cost will be $135 per person, meals not included.
- All passengers must be age 7 or older.
- All travelers ages 7-18 must be accompanied by a
responsible adult.

MAKING ABORTION UNTHINKABLE WORKSHOP
Concordia Seminary will offer a workshop titled
“Making Abortion Unthinkable” on Saturday, Jan. 29,
2011, to be held on the Seminary campus. The
workshop will begin at 8:30 a.m. and conclude at 2:30
p.m.

The Missouri Life Caravan trip does not have an
overnight hotel stay. The overnight period is spent
traveling on the luxury motor coach buses. Journey with
us to Washington, DC, on one of our many buses or if
your group is large enough to fill a bus, call us and we’ll
help your group or organization put together their own
bus! Have questions? Want to sponsor someone to go
on the trip?

“Making Abortion Unthinkable” will be led and
moderated by Dr. Jeffrey Gibbs, professor of exegetical
theology at Concordia Seminary. Using video-based
presentations as well as discussion segments, Dr. Gibbs
will explore the question of abortion with regard to
clear, focused apologetics and human reason at its best.
Adults and older teens are welcome. The workshop will
strengthen and clarify understanding for those who
attend, as well as equip them to speak winsomely, even
to non-Christians, on behalf of the unborn. Each
participant will receive a helpful manual of materials.

For more information and a registration form please
visit http://www.missourilife.org/ or call
Missouri Right to Life Eastern Region at
(314) 434-4900 or email:
LifeCaravan@missourilife.org
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MISSOURI DISTRICT

LUTHERAN CONVALESCENT HOME AUXILIARY MEETING

SINGLE ADULT MINISTRY RETREAT
The January meeting of the Lutheran Convalescent
Home Auxiliary is on Monday, January 24th beginning at
11:30 a.m. The guest speaker is John Kotovsky and his
topic is “What’s Happening in 2011?” The meetings are
held at the Lutheran Convalescent Home, 723 South
Laclede Station Road. Please bring a
sandwich, dessert is provided.

The topic for the Missouri District
Single Adult Ministry Retreat is “Connecting Singles in
Ministry!” based on text from John 15:5 “I am the vine;
you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in
him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do
nothing.”
The program includes community building activities and
service; learning how to take this “back home” and
opportunities to make new friends. The retreat is the
weekend of March 18-20 and will be held at Saint Paul
Institute for Education in Concordia, Missouri.

HOSPICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Hospice is a special kind of care designed to provide
sensitivity and support for people in the final phase of a
terminal illness. Heartland Hospice’s goal is to provide
palliative and supportive services to meet physical,
psychological, social and spiritual needs of patients and
their families in the home, health care facilities or other
residential settings. Volunteers are the heart of the
Hospice Team. We depend on our Hospice Volunteers
to help us provide the extra love and care our clients
and their families need at this time in their life.
Heartland volunteers offer support, companionship and
practical, caring help to this special group of people.
Whether it is making cheerful crafts, running errands,
staying with the patient so family members can take a
break, reading to patients, or holding their hand, the
help and support our volunteers give is returned to
them in countless ways. You can donate as little or as
much of your time as you desire. Please contact
Christine at 314-413-6442 if you would like to bring
something special into someone’s life.

Cost is $115 per person (double occupancy) or $175 per
person (single occupancy). Deadline to
register is March 4, 2011. For more
information, please see the brochure on
the church bulletin board or call the
church office at 314-352-1355.

WINTER LAY BIBLE INSTITUTE
“400 Years of Bibles and Battles:
From the King James to Modern Translations”
Concordia Seminary (Sieck Hall, Room 202)
801 Seminary Place
January 12, 19, 26 & February 2, 2011
Wednesday evenings - 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
The translation authorized by King James appeared in
1611. Even then there was controversy regarding the
best translation, and since then scholars, churchmen,
and politicians have debated – often bitterly – over
which translation best communicates God’s Word.
These sessions will look at the history of the
development of the Bible in English, analyze the
differences among versions, and help sort out the
strengths and weaknesses of different translations.

LUTHERAN CHURCH EXTENSION FUND
It is appropriate to begin a new year in the
Name that is above all names, Jesus Christ and it is in
that Name that we resolve to be more determined than
ever to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout
our communities, our country, and to the ends of the
earth. Your investment in Lutheran Church Extension
Fund will help support congregations that are sharing
this good news. Call 1-800-THE-LCEF (843-5233) or visit
www.lcef.org for more information on how you can
support these ministries.

Cost is $30 per person and includes handouts and
refreshments. For more information or to register by
phone with credit card, call 314-505-7486, or send a
check (please include phone number) to Lay Bible
Institute, Concordia Seminary, 801 Seminary Place, St.
Louis, MO 63105. Registration deadline is January 4,
2011.
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