
No, It’s Not Barney. It’s Lent.

By now you have observed that we are no longer in the green season of Epiphany. For a 
brief moment church colors turned to white on Transfiguration Sunday, and then to black 
for Ash Wednesday. Ever since the first Sunday in Lent, the color of choice has been 
purple. As Barney might ask, “Why?”

For some purple is the color of somberness and solemnity. Such would be an apt 
description for Lent because it is a 40-day period of opportunity for us to increase our 
spiritual reflections and meditation while we journey with Jesus to His death on the cross. 
In this respect, purple is often the color of confession  of sin and repentance.

But maybe there is more to the color purple than meets the eye.

The ancient Phoenician culture of the Mediterranean was the first to develop the purple 
dye used in clothing. As the Phoenicians traded across the Mediterranean Sea, their 
expensive purple cloth soon came to be a valued and treasured symbol of wealth, 
prestige, and power. In time purple clothing became the clothing and symbol of royalty.

Purple and power. The Church Year helps us see the fact that Jesus has power—power 
over illness, death, and Satan. The miracles (especially those of healing) the Christ 
performed reveal the determined power of God coming into the world, taking on our 
flesh and bone, to bring us life and salvation.

Purple and prestige. As Revelation 5:12 reminds us, “Worthy is the Lamb who was 
slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 
blessing!” This prestige belongs to the Son of God and Son of Man. He used all that to 
serve and to save us.

Purple and royalty. The Gospels according to Mark and John speak of how Jesus was 
beaten by the Roman soldiers during His trail, how they wrapped Jesus in a purple cloth 
to mock the “King of the Jews.” While His kingdom is not of this world, Jesus is 
nevertheless a king. He reigns from His throne—the cross.


